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US silence on Khashoggi 'not an option', says UN rapporteur

10 July 2019 <

Killing of Jamal Khashoggi

The US must act on a report into Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi's death last
October, a UN expert has warned.

"Silence is not an option. Speaking up is required but not enough. We have to act," Agnes
Callamard said.

Her inquiry concluded that Khashoggi's death at the Saudi embassy in Istanbul was "an
extrajudicial execution".

The US should conduct an FBI or civil law investigation, she said. Khashoggi was based in
the US and wrote a column for the Washington Post newspaper.

Speaking alongside Khashoggi's fiancée at a conference in London on Tuesday, Ms
Callamard urged the US to declassify its intelligence on the killing and said Washington was
"not at the top of the co-operation chain".

Ms Callamard's 101-page report, published in June, said there was "credible evidence" that
Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman and other high-level officials were
individually liable for the killing of Jamal Khashoggi.

=  What happened to Jamal Khashoggi?
= The journalist who vanished into a consulate

= Khashoggi, MH17 and the problem of impunity
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Saudi agents killed the journalist inside the Saudi consulate in Istanbul but authorities insist
they were not acting on Prince Mohammed's orders.

Ms Callamard is not a representative for the UN but reports her findings to it. She has called
on UN Secretary General Anténio Guterres to instigate an international criminal investigation
into the case, but he said only a member state has authority to do so.

She said the West was facing a "democratic deficit" in not responding to a public outcry about
the killing.

Hatice Cengiz, Khashoggi's Turkish fiancée, called on European countries to "take this report
more seriously".

"lt's too dangerous to behave as if nothing has happened," she said.

How did Jamal Khashoggi die?

The 59-year-old journalist, a US-based columnist for the Washington Post and prominent critic
of Prince Mohammed, was last seen entering the Saudi consulate on 2 October to obtain
papers he needed to marry Ms Cengiz.

Ms Callamard, the UN's special rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions,
said Khashoggi was "brutally slain" inside the consulate that day.

Saudi Arabia's deputy public prosecutor Shalaan Shalaan told reporters in November that the
murder was ordered by the head of a "negotiations team" sent to Istanbul by the Saudi deputy
intelligence chief to bring Khashoggi back to the kingdom "by means of persuasion” or, if that

failed, "by force".

Investigators concluded that Khashoggi was forcibly restrained after a struggle and injected
with a large amount of a drug, resulting in an overdose that led to his death, Mr Shalaan said.
His body was then dismembered and handed over to a local "collaborator" outside the
consulate, he added.

Five individuals had confessed to the murder, Mr Shalaan asserted, adding: "[The crown
prince] did not have any knowledge about it."
What does the report say?

Ms Callamard was tasked by the UN human right's office with establishing "the nature and
extent of states' and individuals' responsibilities for the killing".



Saudi officials insisted that Khashoggi's death was the result of a "rogue" operation, but the
special rapporteur's report concludes that it was "an extrajudicial killing for which the
state of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is responsible".

"From the perspective of international human rights law, state responsibility is not a question
of, for example, which of the state officials ordered Mr Khashoggi's death; whether one or
more ordered a kidnapping that was botched and then became an accidental killing; or
whether the officers acted on their own initiative or ultra vires [beyond their authority]," the
report notes.

Ms Callamard also determined that there was "credible evidence, warranting further
investigation of high-level Saudi officials' individual liability, including the crown prince's".

= Trump rejects Khashoggi Congress deadline
= Saudis 'curtailed' Khashoggi probe - UN

The special rapporteur says the crown prince should be subject to the targeted sanctions
already imposed by some UN member states, including the US, against other named
individuals allegedly involved in the killing.

The sanctions, focusing on his personal assets abroad, should remain in place "until and
unless evidence has been produced that he bears no responsibility for the execution of Mr

Khashoggi", the reports says.
hide

How the story unfolded

The trial of the 11 suspects currently taking place in Saudi Arabia should be suspended,
according to Ms Callamard, because this was an international crime over which there is
universal jurisdiction. That would allow other states, such as Turkey or the United States, to
also attempt a prosecution.

The report says the UN Security Council should initiate a follow-up criminal investigation into
Khashoggi's murder to build up strong files on each of the alleged perpetrators and identify
mechanisms for formal accountability, such as a tribunal.

Related Topics


https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session41/Documents/A_HRC_41_CRP.1.docx
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-47182567
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-47161037

Human rights in Saudi Arabia Killing of Jamal Khashoggi United States

Salman bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud Saudi Arabia

Share this story acout snaring

More on this story

Judicial inquiry needed after Khashoggi murder - Baroness Kennedy
8 February 2019

Jamal Khashoggi murder: Trump refuses Congress demand for report
9 February 2019

Saudi Arabia 'curtailed' Jamal Khashoggi murder probe - UN expert
7 February 2019

Trial in Saudi Arabia 'problematic'
19 June 2019

Middle East

'Flagrant war crimes' committed in Idlib battle
7 July 2020 Middle East


mailto:?subject=Shared%20from%20BBC%20News&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-middle-east-48932600
http://www.facebook.com/dialog/feed?app_id=58567469885&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-middle-east-48932600&link=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-middle-east-48932600%3FSThisFB&display=popup
fb-messenger://share?app_id=58567469885&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-middle-east-48932600&link=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-middle-east-48932600%3FCMP%3Dshare_btn_me
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=BBC%20News%20-%20US%20silence%20on%20Khashoggi%20%27not%20an%20option%27%2C%20says%20UN%20rapporteur&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-middle-east-48932600
https://uk.pinterest.com/pin/create/bookmarklet/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-middle-east-48932600&description=UN%20expert%20Agnes%20Callamard%20urges%20the%20US%20to%20act%20on%20an%20investigation%20into%20the%20Saudi%20journalist%27s%20death.&title=US%20silence%20on%20Khashoggi%20%27not%20an%20option%27%2C%20says%20UN%20rapporteur&media=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fspecial%2F2015%2Fnewsspec_10857%2Fbbc_news_logo.png%3Fcb%3D1
whatsapp://send?text=BBC%20News%20%7C%20US%20silence%20on%20Khashoggi%20%27not%20an%20option%27%2C%20says%20UN%20rapporteur%20-%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-middle-east-48932600%3Focid%3Dwsnews.chat-apps.in-app-msg.whatsapp.trial.link1_.auin
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-middle-east-48932600&title=US%20silence%20on%20Khashoggi%20%27not%20an%20option%27%2C%20says%20UN%20rapporteur&summary=UN%20expert%20Agnes%20Callamard%20urges%20the%20US%20to%20act%20on%20an%20investigation%20into%20the%20Saudi%20journalist%27s%20death.&source=BBC
https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/cz04r547yk4t/human-rights-in-saudi-arabia
https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/czjmg5rvl57t/killing-of-jamal-khashoggi
https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/cx1m7zg01xyt/united-states
https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/c008ql151v0t/salman-bin-abdul-aziz-al-saud
https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/cwlw3xz0zl4t/saudi-arabia
http://www.bbc.co.uk/help/web/sharing.shtml
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-47172029/judicial-inquiry-needed-after-khashoggi-murder-baroness-kennedy
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-47182567
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-47161037
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-middle-east-48694439/trial-in-saudi-arabia-problematic
https://www.bbc.com/news/world/middle_east
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-53322857
https://www.bbc.com/news/world/middle_east

UK to resume Saudi arms sales after Yemen review

7 July 2020 UK Politics

Leading Iraqgi security expert shot dead in Baghdad
7 July 2020 Middle East

Top Stories

Record 60,000 new coronavirus cases in US
Several US states are seeing a surge in new infections, and plans to reopen have been
paused or reversed.

9 hours ago

Protesters storm Serb parliament over Covid curfew
44 minutes ago

World-champion snowboarder Alex Pullin dies
2 hours ago

Features


https://www.bbc.com/news/live/world-53330509
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-53332225
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-53331227
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-53324251
https://www.bbc.com/news/politics
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-53318803
https://www.bbc.com/news/world/middle_east

What unites young people against Obama and Trump

Can you become immune to coronawrus"

Shooting celebrities: Thirty years behind the lens


https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-53311867
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/53319735/can-you-become-immune-to-coronavirus
https://www.bbc.com/news/in-pictures-53321157

Five claims in Trump niece's tell-all book

Spain's holiday islands shake off party image

BBC Travel: Is this the world's smallest country?


https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-53328654
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-53248728
https://www.bbc.com/travel/story/20200706-sealand-a-peculiar-nation-off-englands-coast

Flash Nigerian Instagrammers 'caught with $40m in cash'

Anonymous letters providing solace in the pandemic

Inside the turbulent relaunch of Okayplayer


https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-53309873
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-53247411
https://www.bbc.com/news/entertainment-arts-53309953

Elsewhere on the BBC

Lyrics quiz

Have you been getting these songs wrong?

Feeling hot
What happens to your body in extreme heat?

Most Read

Bianca Williams: Met apologises to sprinter over stop-and-
search

Alex Pullin: Australian world-champion snowboarder dies
Coronavirus: WHO rethinking how Covid-19 spreads in air

JK Rowling joins 150 public figures warning over free speech
How the US caught flashy Nigerian Instagrammers 'with $40m'

Five shocking passages in Mary Trump's tell-all book


https://www.bbc.co.uk/music/articles/d37a03cb-41e5-43c8-b88d-8e1f59fd9998?intc_type=promo&intc_location=news&intc_campaign=misheardlyrics_quiz&intc_linkname=bbcmusic_rm_low_c3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bbcthree/article/063dba1d-2ab2-40e3-9837-3d70481ef82c?intc_type=promo&intc_location=news&intc_campaign=whathappenstoyourbodyinheat_article&intc_linkname=bbcthree_yc_low_c3
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-london-53307561
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-53331227
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-53329946
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-53330105
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-53309873
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-53328654
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-53324201

Coronavirus: Rishi Sunak unveiling 'kickstart jobs scheme' for
young people

Lives ruined as damage viewed as 'women's problems'
Boy, 13, critical after Ashton-in-Makerfield hit-and-run

Eric Dier: Tottenham midfielder given four-match ban for
confronting fan

o Why you can trust BBC News

BBC News Services

On your mobile
On smart speakers
Get news alerts

Contact BBC News

Explore the BBC

Home News

Sport Reel

Worklife Travel

Future Culture

Music TV

Weather Sounds

Terms of Use About the BBC

Privacy Policy Cookies

Accessibility Help Parental Guidance

Contact the BBC Get Personalised Newsletters
Advertise with us AdChoices / Do Not Sell My Info

Copyright © 2020 BBC. The BBC is not responsible for the content of external sites. Read about our
approach to external linking.



https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/help-41670342
https://www.bbc.co.uk/help/web/links/
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-53324201
https://www.bbc.com/news/health-53307593
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-manchester-53333376
https://www.bbc.com/sport/football/53334605
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10628994
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/help-50068132
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10628323
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/20039682
https://www.bbc.com/
https://www.bbc.com/news
https://www.bbc.com/sport
https://www.bbc.com/reel
https://www.bbc.com/worklife
https://www.bbc.com/travel
https://www.bbc.com/future
https://www.bbc.com/culture
https://www.bbc.com/culture/music
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9m
https://www.bbc.com/weather
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds
https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/terms/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/privacy/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/cookies/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/accessibility/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/guidance
https://www.bbc.co.uk/contact
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bbcnewsletter
https://advertising.bbcworldwide.com/
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/how-can-i-change-my-bbc-cookie-settings/

